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.0NTRAYT, TNTELLIGENCE AGENGY

31D Palvuary 1949

INTEZLIGENCE MEMODANDUNM HO. &2 (Suppiement)

SUBJECT:  Soviet and Sateliite Progurensut off Strategie Moferdsis

REFERENCE: 1IM-82 "Intensificatlon of Soviet Bfforts Yo Frooure
Strategie Moterdals®

Since the preparation of IM-82 on 17 November 1948, the follcwing
additional informetion relative to Soviet and Satellite proturement
of stretegic materials has been received:

8. Digmonds .

The USSR is further intensifying its efforts to proocure increagsed
quantities of industrisl diamonds as is shown in the Iollowing reports:
A US firm is reported to be purchasing industrinl diamonds jin Brasil
and Veneguela for the acoount of Amtorg. The USSR is reporied to be
negotiating with a Dutch firm for the purchase of $2} millicn worth
of industrial stones, & quantity which repregenis severel yearas! son
sumption for the Soviet Union. Dutch firms have beecn acqulring l:oreased

- quantities from Britieh and Belgien dismond merchants.

2. Zin.

Soviet representativea in Bangkok are reporited to be arrangirs a
Letter of Credit of abovt a million dollars fyom the Chase ‘Intlorld
Bank to cover tin purcheses by & small Chinese trading comp:ys

3. CLopper.

Czechoslovekiz purchased from Moxico 1206 metric long of electvolytio
copper at a price of US 25,925 cents (2 cents over US expor: prics) per
pound f.0.b. Vera Cruz; 1000 tons to be shipped in October and ths re=
mainder in Novembero ' '

4o Abmagives.

In the laat few months US exporiers and manufactwsrs hove recelved
an umsvaliy high munber of requests for cuotations on abrssive grains.
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These requests appear to be spurious because the quentities and
gqrelities wented sre not in acoordance with the needs of the in-
quiring country., lo lens than fifteen of such inquiries from
dealers in twelve countries have been noted, and investigations

of some of them have revealed that the abrasives wers to be trane-
shipped to satellite coumtries, The quanitities appear; however, to
add vp to more than the anmual requirements of all the sateliiilte
countries put together. Since Soviet production has been sufficlent
for rractically all requirements of abraslve graln, it is not very
likely that any of this sbrasive was destined for Soviet consumption.
Tt is more likely that soms satelllte or satellites are aticmpting
to stookpile the materdal. .
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